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Certain Thoughts by the Rev. Peter Jenks

"Whenever people are certain they understand our peculiar situation here on this planet,

it is because they have accepted a religious Faith or a secular Ideology (Ideologieg are

the modern form of Faiths) and just stopped thinking."
- Robert Anton Wilson (as found on the website boingboing.nget)

This quote reflects the reason why | oftentimes find faith and religious depth fo be
greatly lacking. Feeling that we understand God, life and what we are all about; or feeling
So certain about our knowledge and experience that we peddle it as truth and divine is
dangerous. Certainty does not make us one with God. In fact certainty shields me more often than not from
the grace and humor of God. To be in love, to be alive, to be engaged, to grow, and be surprised by the enc
less compassion of the divine is what | long for within my soul; and that can never be found in certainty.

Certainty is when | stop walking with God in order to tell others that | once met God; so that | might
impress someone with my experience. Uncertainty is continuing to walk with God, to fall in love with those |
meet, and to discover who they are and be surprised by their blessings.

This is especially evident when local or national politics enters the realm of the church, and | get very
nervous. It is such a dangerous and slippery slope that can quickly slide a congregation or an individual aw:
from facing oneds own issues, and instead bej|so
rate faith from our political sphere, the act of voting or involving oneself in efforts to make our civic life bet-
ter is deeply rooted in our beliefs. And though it is dangerous, it is still necessary. This is why humility and
uncertainty are so crucial to being actually faithful and open to God.

It seems that politics has also been sidetracked by the misuse of religion. What should be a platform
for compromise and collaboration, has instead become a pulpit for intransigence. The expectations fpr politi
cians to make a hard line stand on issues of sexuality, when life begins, the needs of the poor, and enhviron-
mental concerns in order to be supported by various religious groups is misguided. Rather than seeking en-
dorsements, politicians perhaps could seek the questions from the religious communities that might help
guide them in the process of discovering new routes and possibilities to solving our problems.

Rat her than c¢claiming the answer or the firi
gious community should be insisting on raising the questMaking a statement of faith and morality de
fine our <civic discussion is |i ke making one

and should be raised by scientific and faith communifissan example, rather than siding with oppress

mi norities to change someone el se, perhaps w s h
jority and they are not. When the prophetic role of questioner is supplanted by an insistence on being right,
we avoid changing ourselves in efforts to change others. In expressing our knowledge and certainty,jwe lacl

the ability to learn anything more, and prove that we are not growing in anyway with our God.

He has shown thee, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to lo
mercy and to walk humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8




Pledge Cardsi Pledge Cards for the year, 2012, are now available around the church. If you have not fille
out your pledge card for next year, now is the time to do so. Even though you pledged last year, you will still

need to fill out a new card for 2012. Turning these in as soon as possible will help us with putting the budget
together for next year.

Wednesday MorningPrayer Servicei St . Johndés offers a service o
at 11:00 am.

Book Studyi Wednesdays from noon until 1 p.m. we have a book study group open to everyone. The cur-
rent study is the bookEcho of the Souylby Philip Newell.

Coffee Hour SignUp - Please sign up to host a Coffee Hour after either the 8 or 10 am service! This is a
wonderful opportunity to work together with others and to get to know them.

The Diocesan Haiti Committeewill meet next on Sat., Jan.28t St . Lukeds Cat hed
be a meeting of the churches who support the ministry and schools around Gros Morne on Fri. and Sat. Feb.
& 11 in Severna Park, Maryland. Elias Edwad@sks is going to represent us at this meeting.

Pennies for Outreachi We recently have added over $120 to our outreach fund from the pennies we have
been collecting. The jars are all empty now, so please let us remember to fill them again with our spare char
in order to help with big changes around the world and in our own community. Thank you

Candlemas Celebrationi Thursday, Feb.”, Holy Eucharist 5:30 pm and covered dish supper following.
Lent withi\Wet .arPejtoreimdsg together with St. Pete

4™ Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Food Drive i Help fill the Thomaston, Cushing and Friendship
Food Pantries for the Winter. The need is great, spread the word! Call your friends and neighbors to let them
know of the MLK Day full Pantry Project. (Remember no open food or expiration date past 6 months)

The Year of the Dragoni Come celebrate the lunar new year Friday, January 27, 3 G.p.m. at St.
Johnds, we wil/|l have f oplud, BargioatB@ksvith Deda Davisarfdifamilyf o r

Karaoke to follow at 6 p.m.for more family fun!
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Parish office changes There have been changes in our parish office. Phyllis Fales is no longer our ad-
ministrator, She is still serving as our bookkeeper and financial officer until we find someone new. Because
of budgetary concerns and changing needs in the office we feel the need to restructure how we do things al
be creative in how we continue to meet our needs and adapt for future growth. We are open to suggestions
and ways in which we can do things differently or with volunteers. We are very grateful to Phyllis for all she
has done over the years at St. Johndés, her faith
fill our ministry.

Annual Meeting i We will have a parish meeting on the last Sunday of the month, Jan{art2Bis

time we will vote on the annual budget, elect new vestry members and delegates to our convention. We are
looking for a later time to have a larger meeting to meet and discuss issues of the parish and have an annue
report, so those items for an annual report will be delayed, apart from the budget, etc.

New Flower and Sanctuary Candle sigrup postersare available, just inside the front doors of the
church.

Services at St. -We® hanbvaywhhearvel $erssnows at St
We do however ask that you use good sense in deciding whether to travel in inclement weather.

Forward Day by Day Devotionalsare available inside the Main St. door. We will have additional de-
votional booklets by Episcopal Relief and Development for the season of Lent.

Flu SeasonAs we enter flu season we ask that, if you are not feeling well, you intinct or dip your wafer
into the wine at communion instead of sipping the wine. Also, please feel free to simply smile or nod if you
feel uncomfortable shaking hands during flu seaddrank you

Book Reviews During lent we will be offering various reviews by people in the parish of books that have
helped support us, challenge us, and define us in our faith. We would like everyone to consider submitting a
few sentences describing and naming such books in our lives in order for us to share this with each other.

Christmas Reunion

Dr. Antolini and members of the Christmas Choir
practice before the service. This year quite a num-
ber of alumni from the Youth Choir returned to

sing at the 5:30 service, especially to celebrate
with Tony in his 20th ye
It was great fun, beautiful music and very ener-

getic with joy.



